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Ryan Flora, Firefighter/Chauffeur
Fishers Rescue Task Force Member

Fishers Fire Department, Fishers, IN

| have been a member of the Fishers Fire Department
for five years. For those of you who don’t know where Fishers
is, itis a bedroom community/suburb of Indianapolis. I've had
the recent honor of becoming a rescue technician trained in
building collapse, confined space, high angle rescue, and
trench. | was accepted onto the Fishers Rescue Task Force
and had the honor of being trained by the highly skilled mem-
bers of Indiana Task Force 1.

I've dreamed of public service for as long as | can re-
member, not knowing if it would lead me into police work or the
fire service. Then, when | was around 13 years old my older
brother became a firefighter with Crawfordsville Fire Depart-
ment and the time | spent with him in the firehouse set me on
the path I'm on today. | saw the brotherhood and family atmo-
sphere that is the fire service and wanted to be a part of it.
Since then my brother moved on from the fire service into full
time ministry but he still stays active in his local volunteer
department in the community he now lives in.

| don’t have a real exciting testimony, but | guess we
all have some kind of a story. | was raised in the Christian
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Justin Birchfield Fire Investigator A-Shift
Station 31 Madison Township Fire Department, IN

| started my careerin 1994 in EMS as a volunteer
driver for what was at the time Lifestar Ambulance Service.
While | was a volunteer there, | joined the Morgan County
Civil Defense now commonly known as Morgan County
Emergency Management Agency. | left in 1995. In 1996 |
joined the Madison Township Fire Department where I'm
currently employed as a firefighter/EMT/fire investigator. In
1997 | joined Mooresville Fire Department where | worked
as a reserve firefighter while still working full time with the
Morgan County Sheriff Department. | left Mooresville in
2005. At the sheriff’s department, | started out as a jail
officer for five years then transferred to dispatch until July
2005 when | was given the opportunity to be on a regular
shift at Madison Township. | felt it was my calling from
the Lord to take this position. During the time | worked in
the jail division, | was involved in an automobile accident
with a county full size van. It was a miracle the van didn’t
flip over, but | knew that the Lord our Savior was watching
over me. In late 2004, | was approached by the now de-
ceased Inspector/Training Officer James R. Bruner who
wanted to start an FCFI chapter in Morgan County. Thej/
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Ryan Flora continued

church always going on Sunday mornings and evenings and
Wednesday night. My dad was the church accountant for 25 years
and served many years as a church elder. All that said | guess I'm
a prime example that just because people are raised in the church,
that doesn’t make them the perfect Christian or sometimes a Chris-
tian at all. It seems like most of my adolescent years | managed to
get tied in with the wrong crowd, drinking and smoking on Saturday
nights and going to church on Sunday morning. | think maybe my
upbringing in the church has in some ways hindered my walk with
God by taking many things for granted. | struggle daily with my
walk and staying on the right path. In the fire service there seems
to be so many opportunities to go astray. I've had many people in
my life help me through my struggles and trials. | have to give credit
to a good friend that was there for me in a real rough time from
1998-1999 while | was engaged to my wife. Tim Schlaegel was a
youth minister at the church | was going to at the time. Tim and |
became friends and if it wasn’t for him I’'m not sure | would be
married right now or for that matter have an active walk with God.
Even though | was raised in the church, Tim reinforced to me that
the Christian life does not mean that you are perfect and that we
will all fall but Jesus will be there waiting to pick us up. Romans
12:2, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is-his good,
pleasing and perfect will” (NIV). Thank you Tim.

| was married in August of 1999 to my beautiful wife, Mel-
issa. At the time we got married | was not in the fire service yet but
she knew that the fire service was a dream of mine and has always
supported me in it. We were high school sweethearts and we got
the chance to date for seven years before we were married. She
was always supportive of me and my dreams, but in January, 2002
it was my turn to be the one with the strong shoulders. Melissa
was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis and right after the diagno-
sis, she had to spend three days in the hospital for I.V. drug treat-
ment and further tests. This became a very difficult time in our
lives, we were still technically newlyweds of less than two years
and we had this dropped on us. It was an extremely low time in our
lives due to the uncertainty of what the future held for us. Thankfully
we have a very good support system in family, friends, and church
and we have pushed through. Through a lot of prayer she has been
for the most part healthy the past four years with just minor reoc-
currences of the disease. God is good and has kept us strong
through all the trials. The one verse | leaned on to get me through
this is James 1: 2-4, “Dear brothers and sisters, whenever
trouble comes your way, let it be an opportunity for joy. For
when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to
grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully devel-
oped, you will be strong in character and be ready for any-
thing” (NLT).

I think God called me and all Christian firefighters to a life
in the fire service for many reasons. Not only do we get a chance to
be a witness to the public in their time of need and what is probably
the worst day of their life if they are calling us for help. We have
been given the opportunity to be in a mission field called the fire
service. Matthew 4:19 “Come, follow me, “and | will make you
fishers of men” (NIV). With this verse in mind and a lot of prayer
| decided to start the Fellowship of Christian Firefighters Hamilton
County Chapter and | have the honor of serving as president of the
chapter. God bless you all and always remember that we have
been given an awesome opportunity to be a witness to many.
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Justin Birchfield continued

first meeting was held with Regional Director, Dan Clegg, present
and all those in attendance voted to start the Morgan County Area
Chapter with James Bruner as president. Several days later, | re-
ceived my calling from the Lord to serve as vice president.

In early 2005, James became terminally ill with cancer of
the liver and pancreas. Before he went to be the Lord on February
14, 2005, he asked me to take over the chapter presidency. It was
a very sad yet rewarding request that | accepted. | then made con-
tact with member Stan Emerson to serve as vice president and
soon thereafter we were voted into office along with Kenny Huffer
as secretary/treasure. In March, after James R Bruners’ passing,
a meeting was held with James Bruners’ wife, Margaret where |
motioned to change the chapter’'s name to honor of James Bruner
and we officially became the James R. Bruner Memorial Chapter.
As of this time I'm still serving as president of the chapter.

In late 2005, while working at Madison Township, | asked
the Lord to assist me in a transfer of shift or stations. The Lord
answered my prayer when | was told to permanently report to Sta-
tion 31. On my first day working at the 31’s, | had the most accept-
able day of working at the fire department and that still exists.

In early December 2005, | received word that the young
son of a Danville firefighter passed away. | was asked by Regional
Director, Dan Clegg, to attend the service and present the family
with an FCFI Bible. | attended the service and presented to the
family my very own copy of the FCFI Bible.

In late December a tragedy struck my family when my
uncle, a sincere Christian who loved his church, suffered a massive
stroke. On the night of December 23, the family was called to
Methodist Hospital. My uncle’s condition had worsened. | asked
one of my shift partners, who serves as our department’s chaplain,
to be at the hospital with us. | also asked Regional Director, Dan
Clegg, to be with us, and he gladly did so. On the morning of
December 24, 2005 my uncle passed away to be with the Lord and
the angels in heaven. It was a difficult time but God had Christian
firefighters on hand to help a brother in need even during the busy
holiday season.

On February 5, 2005 while on duty, my captain asked if |
had my Bible with me. | told him | did. | also told him there was an
FCFI Bible at the station. Later my captain asked if | had a FCFI
Bible he could have. | then presented to my captain with my newly
acquired FCFI Bible.

Since | joined FCFI, I've developed a deeper understanding
of what it means to fellowship with other Christian firefighters and
be willing to be used of God in all circumstances. I've learned that
itis by giving that | truly receive. Serving as president of the James
R. Bruner chapter has provided opportunities for me to share God'’s
word and in turn, when | was in need, FCFl members have been
there for me as well.
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“It is more blessed to give
than receive” (Acts 20:35c).
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ARRIVING SOON
PRE ORDER NOW!
SPECIAL 4 1/2 INCH PATCH
RED BORDER, YELLOW AND BLUE FILL
DONATION $8 each or
2 FOR $15; 3 FOR $20

GOD’S ON THE MOVE

It has been a year of challenge and learning for us in the Salmon River Area Chapter. Here are some of the high points of the year. 1.
Our chapter was formed in the late spring of 2005 and its membership is mostly wildland firefighters or those associated with the wildland
firefighter situation. This explains why for 2005 fire season the chapter wished to make their focus on having a presence in the wildland
fire suppression camps. 2. We did formal contacts with local churches and federal fire suppression managers. 3. Some local churches
expressed a desire to support an effort to have a Christian presence within wildland fire suppression camps. 4. Mixed messages were
received from the federal fire suppression managers. 5. Our chapter desired to have a wall tent and bulletin board with Christian material
set up in or near the fire suppression camp. This tent would also serve as an identified meeting location for before and after shift prayer
meetings. Asuitable wall tent was not located until October (after fire season). 6. The captain of the Salmon Fire Department willingly
agreed that the FCF may place a banner on the city fire truck during the July 4 parade. 7. The captain of the Salmon Fire Department
willingly agreed to have an election for a fire company chaplain. The Salmon City Fire Department has been in existence for more than
100 years and has never had a chaplain. We are proud to say that Mr. Mike Harry, the secretary/treasurer for the Salmon River Area
Chapter was appointed chaplain. 8. Activities that occurred within fire camps during the fire season continue to confirm that Christ is
needed within the fire camp situation. One local pastor toured an active fire camp and observed opportunities for Christian witnessing. 9.
Starting in January, 2006 at the Salmon City Fire Hall, there will be a monthly Bible study for all structural and wildland firefighters, EMS,
and law enforcement personnel. Lynn Bennett

The Central Alabama Chapter held their monthly prayer breakfast Monday, February 6 (C Shift) and Tuesday
February 7 (A Shift) at Panera Bread in the Summit. We follow the “fireman” schedule that is the same devotional
both mornings. Feb 1, 2006 we began what we call “The Plan,” We will visit 18 different departments in Jefferson and
Shelby Counties to spread the Word of Christ and the Fellowship of Christian Firefighters. For more information
contact Tim Lawson, Don Williamson, Chris Hardin, Marvin Green, or Ryan Farrell. We are attempting to visit each
department in Jefferson and Shelby Counties. Yours in Christ, Don 205-427-2048; Don@ourfirehouse.net.

/ i News from Texas: | received several boxes of shirts from New Life Tee’s thanks to FCF International. Thank you so

Yoy much. | can use all the fire shirts, hats, patches, and any other fire things anyone can spare When | go overseas,

they are a great icebreaker. Also I'min need of a Glass Master and window punches. I’'m getting things together for

a Panama trip this year. We will be doing at least one day of training with some ride out time with the guys. And as always we will be

sharing Christ. Keith Spanberger, FCFI International Director and Executive Director Living Water Teaching, PO Box 1190, Caddo
Mills, TX 75135; Phone 903-527-4160; Fax 903-527-2134; www.livingwaterteaching.org

My name is Keith Chapman and I’'m the president for the Temple Terrace Chapter of FCFI. God is On the Move
in Temple Terrace and in my personal life. For many years I've believed that our family of firefighters in Temple
Terrace would benefit from some sort of prayer breakfast meeting or group that would facilitate some Christian
fellowship and encouragement. Due to my own apprehensions and busy schedule, | put this off for an extended
period of time. However, in May of 2005, the Lord began to work in my life like never before. It became completely
evident that | needed to rearrange my priorities and be obedient to what God was asking me to do. | wrote a letter
to each member of the fire department and invited them to attend a prayer breakfast meeting on June 15, 2005. |
had no idea what to expect in regards to attendance at the first meeting. Temple Terrace is a small department

Keith and his family  with 37 shift personnel and 4 chief officers. At this point in the process, FCFI affiliation was not the focus of the
meeting. Ablessing followed when 10 firefighters showed up. Praise God! It became crystal clear that God is in control and He has a
plan for the small group in Temple Terrace. “If you wait for the perfect conditions, you will never get anything done. God’s ways
are as hard to discern as the pathways of the wind, and as mysterious as a tiny baby being formed in a mother’s womb,”
Ecclesiastes 11:4-5 (NLT). | read this verse shortly after our first prayer meeting and have since applied it to several situations in my life.
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Two concepts really made an impact on my thought process. First, God is in control and He understands the circumstances. Second,
stop trying to make sense of everything God asks you to do. Have faith and be obedient to His calling on your life.

After the first prayer breakfast several department members approached me and stated they couldn’t make the first meeting, but
would be at the next one. It was not long after this meeting that | presented the concept of creating a local chapter of FCFI. The group
quickly decided and we submitted the application for our local chapter. While our attendance fluctuates, we still continue to press
forward and encourage each other at and between meetings. At this point, almost half of our department has participated at some level
with FCFI. The highlight of our official chapter organization was a Christmas project in which we provided food for needy families over the
holidays. We networked with an organization called Compassion Tampa. They had a list of food items to place in the bag and directions
on how to use them. They agreed to provide the turkey if we could come up with all the fixings. | made the announcement regarding this
Christmas project and expecting we would get 5-7 bags together to give to local families. Well, God had His hand in this project. By the
deadline for food drop off, we had 25 bags filled. Compassion Tampa added the Turkeys and 25 families had enough food for several
days. Our plans were to touch one family for the Christmas season, instead God allowed us to touch 25! What a blessing! Yes, God
is On The Move In Temple Terrace, FL. Keith Chapman

—

Greetings from the North Jersey Chapter! We had a wonderful Holiday Party on Friday,
December 30, 2005 at the Community Alliance Church. It was well attended and everyone
had a nice evening of fellowship. | would appreciate your prayers towards the development
| of chapters and membership in the Southeastern New York counties of Orange, Rockland
and Westchester. We’ve seen no activity in this area and with the proximity to New York
City there are many firefighters there to be reached. With the cancellation of the FDIC East,
we would like to make a fire show in New York State this year. Please pray that the doors
will open for us to be in a New York show this year.
We are looking forward to another busy year, and with the changes in convention times, .

it looks like we will be able to get more exposure by being able to attend other functions, that in previous years 2’::3;:;1 = s:'ll:’
conflicted with our convention times. Our convention schedule for next year is as follows: $5.00 each.

FDIC East, June 13 — 17, 2006 in Atlantic City, HAS BEEN CANCELLED.

" New Jersey State Fireman’s Convention, September 15 — 17, Wildwood, NJ.

For this Wildwood Convention we have rooms available at $17.00 per person per night at the Luther Inn, a private Christian
Retreat Center operated by the local Lutheran Church. The inn is very rustic with two sets of bunk beds to a room and private bath.
Attendees will need to supply their own linens. The inn is about two blocks from the Boardwalk and beaches. All that we ask is that you
help out with the exhibit table and service if you stay at the inn. We're planning an FCF dinner Saturday evening (9/16) for all FCF people
attending. More information to come!

If you are in or near New Jersey, please join us for a chapter meeting. We have a meeting scheduled for: March 31, 2006. If you
are interested in helping out at Wildwood or attending a meeting or in purchasing a magnet, please contact Russ Stammer at
fcfnjec@juno.com, or at 201-405-1412.

YL
/\\&_ Taking Time to Pray: National Day of Prayer =

Thursday, May 4, 2006

Thursday, May 4, 2006 is the National Day of Prayer. President Reagan formally proclaimed the National Day of Prayer on May
5,1987. Itwas President Reagan’s desire that citizens of this nation gather together and pray. This day provides us, the members of
the Fellowship of Christian Firefighters with an opportunity to minister to our fellow firefighters by praying for them.

| challenge every FCFI member to pull together and take time that day to pray for the Emergency Services. It would be wonderful
if every member could set aside a half-hour or an hour to pray. It would also be great if local chapters could spend time praying at a fire
station, EMS station, or at a local fire academy. For example, the North Jersey Chapter is currently organizing a prayer service at the
local Police, Fire, and EMS Academy. This 30 minute service is scheduled a half-hour prior to the start of the evening classes at the
flagpole out front of the academy so every student arriving at the academy will see what is going on and hopefully come hear us praying
for them. What an excellent opportunity for FCF to have a visible ministry to our fellow brothers and sisters in the emergency services.

| think the verse Acts 4:31 fits this opportunity perfectly. The verse reads “And when they had prayed, the place where
they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God
with boldness.” Itis my prayer that we will pray earnestly that day for the emergency services and that we will be filled with the Holy
Spirit and that we will speak the word of God with boldness.

I would like to hear your stories of how you or your chapter recognized the National Day of Prayer. Please e-mail them to me at

fcfnjc@juno.com and we will follow-up this article with another article summarizing your stories. Russ Stammer, New Jersey, New York
Regional Director and FCF International Board Member.

Please; Take Time To Pray



A Ride To Remember
www.thechristianfirefighters.com

Greetings from the Washington DC Chapter. God is truly bless-
ing firefighters in the Nation’s Capitol. Currently we are using all of
our energy to promote and prepare for the “Ride to Remember.”
This cross country bicycle ride is in honor of those who died at the
Pentagon on September 11, 2001. We are getting excited as we
are beginning to receive calls from all of this great country in re-
gards to this ride. From fellow firefighters to those who would like to
help sponsor us, this ministry project is starting to take shape.
Please continue to pray for us as we seek God’s blessing on this
trip. We’re hoping for 100 riders to ride the entire 3700 miles, though
folks may ride for part of the trip. If you'd like to participate in any
way, please contact Craig Duck at 410-647-0853 or
firequacker621@aol.com. We are still in need of the following:

"" Drivers to help with the support crew (this would be a great job
for retired folks)

"” Camping trailers to help house bicycle riders during rest stops
" Support to help with Bibles for firehouses and meals

The Washington DC Chapter is working on our annual Fallen
Firefighters Day. On May 29 every year, we hold a ceremony to
honor those who died in the line of duty. For the last several years
we have had on duty, off duty, retired firefighter, politicians, and
family members participate in this ceremony. We are working on
having a regional meeting at one of our facilities and hoping that
many Christian firefighters will participate. Please continue to pray
for us that we continue to grow, and be used by God in our Nation'’s
Capitol. Craig W. Duck, Lieutenant Engine Company 6, DCFD

Ride To Remember Itinerary

Date Miles Location: From San Francisco, CAto
8-1 87 Sacramento, CA

8-2 67.5 Pollock Pines, CA

8-3 89 Carson City, NV

84 65.5 Fallon, NV

8-5 84 Austin, NV

8-6 76 Eureka, NV

8-7 82 Ely, NV

8-8 62.5 Baker, NV

89 Rest

810 & Milford, UT L

811 104 Panguitch Lake /"“

8-12 113 Boulder Town =

8-13 76.5 Hanksville, UT & L 7% ‘i‘m-

8-14 120 Blanding, UT iF

815 815 Dolores, CO ' ﬁl: i_]l’t 1
816 985 Ridgway, CO m BE
8-17 104 Parlin, CO

8-18 100 Westcliffe, co e fide lo Remember
8-19 Rest

8-20 915 Haswell, CO

8-21 101 Leoti, KS

8-22 112.5 Rush Center KS

8-23 100 Medora, KS

8-24 113 Eureka, KS

8-25 105.5 Girard, KS

8-26 88.5 Walnut Grove

8-27 102.5 Houston, MO

8-28 108 Grantville, MO
8-29 104 Murphysboro, IL
8-30 81.5 Elizabethtown, IL
8-31 111.5 Whitesville, KY
9-1 96 Howardstown, KY
9-2 76 Harrodsburg, KY
9-3 101.5 Booneville, KY
94 55.5 Emmalena, KY
9-5 Rest

9-6 105 Davenport, KY
9-7 102 Rural Retreat, VA
9-8 119 Troutville, VA

9-9 122.5 Charlottesville,
9-10 100 Northern Virginia
9-11 25 Pentagon

News from Indiana and Regional
Director and International Board Mem-
ber Dan Clegg: What a blessing it was
to attend meetings with Greater India-
napolis Chapter, and the Hamilton
County Chapter as well as an organiza-
tional meeting with the Blue Line Chapter
of Fellowship of Christian Police Officers
in Hamilton County. They’ve receive their
new chapter membership and are work-
ing toward increasing their membership quickly. Plans are in
progress for me to serve as chaplain with Hamilton County Police
Empire Service.

Plans are progressing for FDIC. Our Friday night (April 28)
dinner speaker will be Lt. Jared Leinart who recently returned from
Iraq. He will speak on the subject of God at work in Irag. This is
both an inspiring and challenging presentation. He will be accom-
panied by his wife, Connie, who will be entertaining us with her
music abilities. Other music will be presented by Estel Shidler
president of the West Central Indiana Chapter. We will meet at
the MCL Cafeteria at 86th and Township Road in Indianapolis. On
April 29th, we will have our Praise and Worship Service at the
Convention Center, downtown Indianapolis. This includes a conti-
nental breakfast before the service. I’'m honored to have the privi-
lege of being the speaker. Estel Shidler and others will provide
music. After the service, there will be an International Board Meet-
ing. What a blessing that all your directors plan on being there.
This is a great opportunity for you to meet them. We will be man-
ning our booth April 27, 28, and 29 at the Convention Center. Please
be in prayer for the conference and the meetings.

Family Conference, Black Mountain, North Carolina will
be June 19-23. The speaker will be Regional Director, Nick Mor-
gan, from St. Louis, MO. It looks good for Estel Shidler to be with
us and share his God given talent of song. We have motel rooms,
camping facilities, and baby-sitting. It is a wonderful place to bring
your children and enjoy time together as a family as well as brother
and sister firefighters. I’'m looking forward to challenging remarks
from our Brother Nick.

God has called us all to be His ambassadors and to carry His
word to a lost and dying world. All of us come in contact with
families daily that need the encouragement that is received from
God’s word. And that is what our fellowship is all about. | remind
you once again, “Let us not give up meeting together as some
are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another in
all the more as you see the day approaching.” Hebrews 10:25.
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Greetings from Florida: Here at are Treasure Coast Chapter, I'm looking forward to meeting with 47 new
' firefighters who are being hired on our department. I've been blessed to be given an opportunity to address them
about fire chaplaincy and especially FCF. It is great to learn that some of them already have asked about our
organization. It has also been a blessing to have 2 other veteran firefighters who are joining FCF and our chapter. If
you’re in Florida and are reading this, feel free to contact me at Sirens4tc@aol.com if you would like to be put in
contact with the nearest Florida representative. For our Florida leaders, please feel free to contact me at the above
e-mail address. It would be great to hear from you and hear what is going on in your area. Please be in prayer for
FDIC as this is potentially where FCFI gets its biggest exposure. Pray that many firefighters will be led to our booth.
This will also be one of our most well attended International Board meetings - so pray that God will guide as important decisions are
made. Till next time - be blessed! Tommy Neiman

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED IN KATRINA DEVASTATED AREAS

My name is Sean Barna. I’'m a member of the Gulfport Fire Department in Gulfport,
MS and a member of the Gulfport Chapter of the Fellowship of Christian Peace Officers (FCPO)
which has sent support personnel immediately after Katrina to assist the Gulfport police and
firefighters move back into their homes. As a result of the contributions and efforts of FCPO
USA and Canada, we’ve made great strides in helping firefighters and police officers in moving
back into their homes. The reason that I'm writing is to solicit your assistance in this ministry.
We’re becoming a rather large entity with a limited staff of full time workers. There were four
firefighters, from a 170 person FD that lost their homes to Katrina and two police officers from a
200 person PD who lost their homes as well. These are homes that were either completely
washed away and only left with a slab or were damaged beyond repair. There are dozens of others whose houses were flooded and have
to be completely gutted and rebuilt.

We have a warehouse that has housed approximately 3,000 sheets of sheetrock, fifteen pallets of shingles, electrical supplies,
insulation, doors and windows, a plethora of tools, and several other odds and ends too numerous to mention. We’ve received monetary
donations that allowed us to deposit $20,000 into a Home Depot account that we use to purchase supplies that haven’t been donated.
We have teams of laborers and skilled contractors who are donating their time and services who have come to Gulfport to assist us in the
rebuilding effort. As an example, there are presently ten firefighters from Canada who flew down to donate a week of their time and they
will be relieved by ten more next week. There are teams scheduled throughout the next couple of months. We are in need of more
money, supplies, and personnel.

Will you share the vision of the FCPO to get these public servants back into their homes and minister to their
amilies? Please contact Robby Bush 601-960-2243; rpbush39@bellsouth.net.

Dear Gay and Sue: | would like to pass along to you and the rest of the membership some need concerning the MS
Gulf Coast Area. I'm in contact with Sean Barna, a firefighter in Gulfport, MS and will be traveling to Gulfport to hand
deliver a charter packet for FCF. He and | were planning on doing this right before Hurricane Katrina hit. Sean informed
me that the Fellowship of Christian Police Officers is taking a lead role in helping first responders, law enforcement and
firefighters repair and rebuild their home along the MS Gulf Coast. Since the storm, there have been many volunteers
who have helped with immediate needs, such as food, clothing, water, medications, money, and other services. Sean is currently
activated through the National Guard but is working with the blessings of his commander to help rebuild first responders’ homes.

Although it has been over five months since the storm, many families’ lives are still disrupted because of the devastation. Sean
is the fire department representative for the FCPO group that is currently working along the coast to help repair and rebuild first
responders’ homes.

Arequest is being made to recruit teams of firefighters from the Fellowship of Christian Firefighters and fire departments across
the nation to assist with the rebuilding. While in Gulfport, | will be taking a first hand look at what still needs to be done to assist our
brothers and sisters.

Their needs are monetary, building supplies, and labor. Any support that FCFI can provide will be greatly appreciated. Robby
Bush, MS Regional Director.

“It is amazing what can be accomplished when no one cares who receives the credit!”

This second letter came just from Robby Bush as we were going to print!

My wife, Janet, and | visited the Mississippi gulf coast area this February. It's been almost six months since Hurricane Katrina
struck. Government and private entities have worked continuously to remove debris and trash, but it still looks like a war zone all along
the coastal area. While on the coast, we were given a tour of the work being done on first responders’ homes all along the coastal area.
As we visited some of the local firefighters, the thing that struck me the most was the look of depression and despair on some of their
faces. They have had to continue to work and live in these conditions, day in and day out. The prayers of all our members is greatly
needed. One of the fire chiefs made the statement that long-term crisis management counseling would be needed for many of the
responders to help them cope with what they’ve had to endure. The Fellowship of Christian Peace Officers has done a wonderful job of
stepping forward to help rebuild the homes, and lives, of firefighters and law enforcement personnel and their families. Sean Barna, a
career firefighter for the City of Gulfport, MS, conducted our tour and introduced us to several firefighters who came all the way from
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o : ‘7 Canada to work on these houses. They were busy hanging and floating sheetrock, installing
/ ; insulation, and repairing electrical wiring. This was just one group of Canadian firefighters that have
come down so far. There have been a couple of crews from the US that have also come to assist

touched so far At the time of our visit, there were only two more teams of workers scheduled to
come down. Our assistance is being asked for by the FCPO to help organize and recruit teams of
skilled workers to come donate their time and abilities. Teams are currently being housed in the
e : = Long Beach Community Center, where bunks and showers are available for $5.00 per night. Some
= e Elie, SRR, »= of the Canadian crews brought travel trailers and were allowed to park them on private property
close by A couple of speC|f|c needs relayed to me by Sean are: 1) the need of a fire department representative, and 2) a warehouse
manager who can commit to volunteer a couple of months toward the project. These two positions would be ideal for some of our retired
members who own a travel trailer or motor home. Anyone interested in organizing a team from their department, chapter, or region may

contact me at 601-953-7716 (cell) or e-mail rpbush39@bellsouth.net for more information.
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The Encourager On Line

Would you like to receive The Encourager on-line as a PDF file?

Please send us your e-mail address and we will send The Encourager to you over the
Internet instead by snail mail. This will save postage, allow you to see many pictures
in color, and provide you the opportunity to reprint the pages you’d like to keep.
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“Prepare To Die”
by Rick Barton

Twenty emergency services workers in Bay St. Louis, MS, realized that the time had come. They were about to die.

Bay St. Louis is no stranger to hurricanes. But, with the exception of Camille in 1969, most had brought relatively limited damage.
So, when forecasters warned that Katrina would hit within a few hours, a group of EMS workers volunteered to ride the storm out in order
to render immediate aid when the storm passed. The problem was, Katrina hit with unmatched fury. The storm
surge reached higher and higher. Soon, the seriousness of their situation became apparent. As the first floor of the
courthouse flooded they moved to the second. When the second floor flooded, they moved to the attic. Then, the
water approached the thirty-foot level. The realization hit them that there was no hope of rescue and they prepared
to die.

Taking an indelible marker, each inscribed their social security number on their arms to aid in identifying their
bodies. Then they took the American flag that had flown over the courthouse and wrote their names on it so that
their relatives would know who had perished in the room. The flag was then nailed to the ceiling of the attic.

Death comes to each of us. It's been said, “We have a 100% chance of dying.” Many of us don’t have
several hours notice to contemplate our eternal future. We are caught in a moment and ushered either into heaven or hell. Are we
prepared to die? How can we do so? The Bible tells us that to those who have Christ as their Savior and Lord have eternal life (in
heaven) and those who don’t perish (eternal punishment in hell) (1 John 5:12). We can be ready by humbling ourselves before God,
confessing our sins to Him, trusting in Jesus’ dying in our place to pay for our sins, and making Him Lord over our lives, 24/7.

So what happened to the Bay St. Louis EMS workers? Miraculously, the waters stopped rising, the building held and they
survived. The flag now resides in the Emergency Operations Center. Undoubtedly, the thoughts each one had that day will permeate
their lives forever. What about us? When our time comes, will we be ready?

FOOD FOR THOUGHT! SENT FROM JEFF TURKEL, ALASKA
Why? §ﬁ§//

A mother asked President Bush, “Why did my son have to die in Iraq?” Another mother asked President Kennedy, “Why did my son
have to die in Viet Nam?” Another mother asked President Truman, “Why did my son have to die in Korea? Another mother asked
President F.D. Roosevelt, “Why did my son have to die on lwo Jima?” Another mother asked President W. Wilson, “Why did my son have
to die on the battlefield of France?” Yet another mother asked President Lincoln, “Why did my son have to die at Gettysburg?” And yet
another mother asked President Washington, “Why did my son have to die near Valley Forge?” Then long, long ago, a mother asked,
“Heavenly Father, why did my Son have to die on a cross outside of Jerusalem?” Of course there is a major difference for one of these -
butin reality the answer to all of the questions is similar — “that others may have life, dwell in peace and happiness and know freedom.”
This was emailed to me with no author and | thought the magnitude and the simplicity were awesome—God understands
what death means—personally. Anonymous 7




War of the Worlds
By Raul A. Angulo: Seattle-Puget Sound Chapter

Steven Spielberg’s remake of H. G. Wells’s classic, War of the Worlds is a movie worth seeing. The War
of the Worlds has been going on since the beginning of the world in one form or another. It's your classic battle
between good and evil. Whether you're talking about the historical battles of the world or the science fiction
battles of Star Wars and Lord of the Rings, there is always an assault threatening the extermination of one
segment of humanity. In War of the Worlds, it's an alien invasion, much to the scale of another movie, Indepen-
dence Day, where the odds are so monumentally against us, the Christian has to ask, “Where is God in all this?”
That's what makes these movies so scary; we know its science fiction—but God doesn’t exist in science fiction.
When we become engrossed in the story, we’re forced to abandon our belief system in a loving and caring God to
rescue us. The movie demands it. We're pushed to the edge of destruction where we can only rely on the one
power we know: ourselves. Our strength is our military and law enforcement. When all our military might is
useless against a ferocious enemy, it leads us to the point of hopelessness and despair. Thank God He would never let this happen to
us, or would He? What if it really were to happen?

Conventional war doesn’t seem to bother us as much because it's man against man. We can comprehend that threat. No, it has to be
a supernatural enemy to where we can no longer rely upon ourselves to save us. Therein lies the question of what can we do to be saved?

Hope lies in Romans 8: 35, 37-39. “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution
or famine or nakedness or danger or the sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who
loved us. For | am convinced that neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” These are great words of comfort and encouragement in times of desperation and despair. The trouble is, many Christians don’t
really believe them! Our faith is weak.

Let's look at something less diabolical but supernatural nonetheless, Hurricane Katrina. That /f ﬁ\
wasn'’t science fiction, it was real. It was a giant force of nature that man in all his wisdom and marvels
could not control, direct, or contain. We couldn’t protect ourselves from the devastation; neither could Those who trusted
the Great United States of America. With all due respect to those affected by this disaster, it's comical God and remained
to witness the governmental hearings trying to affix the blame to some person or organization. FEMA steadfast in their faith
Urban Search and Rescue teams are made up of firefighters just like you and me. Really, what can we felt God spared and
do against such forces of nature? Even the FEMA literature warns citizens to be prepared to stand protected them dur-
alone, self-sufficient for the first 72 hours of a major disaster. But that won’t stop the politicians. Some- ing Katrina. Those
one has to be held responsible! who's faith was in the
What folly. When a nation starts to believe that the government is the end-all savior for all its problems; government felt for-
social, economical, natural, or supernatural—prepare for great disappointment. Sooner or later man will fall saken by God—and
short, disappoint, and fail. It's our nature. We are imperfect—we are human. But there is One who won't fail ultimately by the gov-
or disappoint. There is One who is always faithful. That's the Lord God, Jesus Christ. ernment as well.
| don’t always know why things happen the way they do. Some events are hard to understand and
even harder to accept. But | figure in the most basic sense | am left with three choices: kk J/

1. I can reject God. In which case I'll have to believe in nothing or substitute that void with some
other belief system, which both, sooner or later, will fail to yield comfort, peace, and satisfying answers to the meaning of life.

2. | can try to understand and explain the actions of God. But this is only an exhausting mental exercise in anguish, confusion, and
frustrating futility. “ ‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways. As the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts,’ declares the Lord,” (Isaiah 55: 8-9).
The finite can never comprehend the Infinite. What a waste of time.

3. | can accept and trust the will of Almighty God and believe that “In all things God works for the good of those who love
Him, who have been called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). | can believe | am His child and have a personal relationship
with Him. And | can believe He loves me so much that He sent His only Son to die on the cross for my sins so | shall not perish but can
have eternal life with Him in heaven, (John 3:16).

Psalm 46:1-3 says: “God is our refuge and strength, an ever present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though
the earth give way, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.”

Those who trusted God and remained steadfast in their faith, felt God spared and protected them during Katrina. Those whose
faith was in the government, felt forsaken by God—and ultimately by the government as well. They’re left with anger, bitterness, and
despair. Some came through this ordeal praising God, while others came through it cursing Him. How can two people survive the same
catastrophic event with polar opposite dispositions?

No matter what type of calamity overtakes us, no matter what type of natural disaster befalls us, | should put my faith in God, not
man. He says He is our refuge, our safe place, and our strength.

Psalm 2:4 say: “ The one enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.”

God’s laughter is not at the nation or the circumstances but at their confused thoughts about power. It is the laughter a father has
when his 5 year old boy boasts that he can out run dad or beat him at wrestling. A father knows the boundaries of power of his little boy
and God knows the boundaries of power of a nation. Every nation is limited and God is omnipotent. If you have to choose between

confidence in God and confidence in any nation, choose God.
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GIVE AS | HAVE GIVEN TO YOU
by Ken Cofiell

From the first day we meet Jesus Christ, the word “GIVING” takes on a new meaning and importance.
Our relationship with God starts with a gift whose latitude and depth transcends our understanding. Even
when we think we’ve grasped it's meaning with all our mental faculties, we still fall short of His understanding.
Another word used in conjunction with giving is “sacrifice.” The Bible is filled with examples. One is when King
David wanted to make a sacrifice in giving. The threshing floor was offered to him but he refused it because he
would not give something that cost him nothing (Il Samuel 24:20-25).

When the Holy Spirit is sought, we are given a glimpse of revelation or Godly understanding. When
this happens, everything changes. Before that our understanding is based on worldly, human visions—visions
that are by nature opposite of God’s principles. Man’s law says to have, you must get, keep, get more, keep that, and get more and so
on. God tells us that to receive, we must give, that as we sow, so shall we reap. As fire service personnel we have a partial understanding
of this because we’ve selected a career that requires us to give. God’s word gives several examples of this principal. Remember the
widow and her two mites (four pennies)? She stood with rich men who gave some, but she gave all and her gift was greater (Mark 12:42).
Matthew 19:20 tells of a rich young man who was told to sell all he had but he couldn’t bring himself to do so because he had so much.

During the holidays, my wife and | attended a charity concert for the hungry. When the donation offering was taken, for the first
time in my walk, | handled the giving differently. | prayed about how much to give. As | prayed God answered. “Give as | have given to
you.” What an answer! | prayed again and He answered, “Give as | have given to you.” When the Father repeats something you know
He means it. Many things started running through my head! How could | give as He has given to me? | couldn’t, for He is our Heavenly
Father. But, like the widow with two mites, | could give what | had, so | did, emptying my checking account. Three days later, | learned
that God’s word is true and giving is about an attitude of the heart — it is about faith. Totally unexpectedly, a check arrived exceeding the
amount | gave. | really couldn’t out give God. The more | was willing and trusting, the more the Father was able to bless me.

Following this affirmation from God, | turned to Him in prayer for other financial concerns, including the refinancing of our house.
Once again | learned, “I can’t out give God.” When Christmas came , I'd been so blessed | decided instead of thinking of what | would
put on my Christmas list, | formed a new list entitled, “Ways | could bless others at Christmas.” He led my family to a couple families
in need. It was great to be able to bless these folks in Jesus’ name. My family played a part in all of this as they made deliveries.

One evening later my son told me he knew it was really good that people were blessed and helped and that their Christmas’s
were happy. He said he knew what was done was the Father’s will and God would get the glory, but he wondered what would happen if
in the future we needed that money that was given away. | reminded him of the story of the Israelites in the wilderness. When they were
hungry, God fulfilled their needs, overflowing and abundantly. He provided enough for every person, no more, no less. But there were
some that tried to take more, keep it, and hide it. The next day that which they tried to keep, beyond what the Lord ordered, rotted. The
manna was presented by God and belonged to God. God was faithful and supplied what was needed each day. It had a specific purpose
(Exodus 16:14). | then told my son that all we had been blessed with wasn'’t just for us. And after it is gone, should we need more, we
will pray, and like the manna, our Father will provide more.

The next time God provides you with an opportunity to give, pray first asking what you should give. But be careful; you may hear
him answer, “GIVE AS | HAVE GIVEN TO YOU.”

And why not start your Christmas List for 2006 right now and title it; How | can Bless Others This Christmas?

After careful thought and encouragement, | would like to submit the following, “Love Makes the Difference!” | receive permission from Mrs.
Ladonna Buehne and Pastor John Brunette of Faith Lutheran Church. I've indeed received their blessings. It's my prayer that it brings
comfort, encouragement, and hope to all struggling fire personnel. Jeff Kassel, Affton MO Fire Protection District Volunteer Chaplain

Love Makes the Difference!
Excerpts from the Funeral Sermon for Fire Chief Jerry Buehne, March 14, 2005

Jerry Joseph Buehne was born on July 30, 1940 in St. Louis to Jerry and Erma. As a boy, they would call him “Little Mackanurnie”
and he’d break outin a giggle. It stuck, so when he was growing up in his family they called him Mack so they wouldn’t confuse him with
his father Jerry. Before beginning his career as a firefighter, Jerry was a barber. He joined the fire service in 1962 and served as a
firefighter for 10 years before being promoted to captain in 1972, assistant chief in 1979, and chief in August of 2001. Altogether he was
in the fire service for 42 years. In April of 1962 he married his high school sweetheart, LaDonna Beahan and they had two children.

On Wednesday March 9, after spending their first night in their new house, Jerry took their dog for a walk. When he returned he
said, “We’re going to like this neighborhood.” Little did he know that on Thursday morning, March 10, he’d climb into his car, and through
a freak series of events, be hit head-on and suddenly be called out of this world, going home to be with the Lord.

Romans 8:28 tells us that “In all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called
according to His purpose.” Romans 8: 35-39 says, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship
or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: ‘For your sake we face death all day long; we
are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
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us. For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

What is the one word that describes our motivation for honoring a man like Jerry? | believe itis LOVE. ltis love for a husband,
a father, a brother, a grandfather, a fire chief, a co-worker, and friend. Some desire to share their love for those left behind and to support,
show they care, encourage, and pray for them. Look around, feel it, listen to the stories, see the servants all around who want to help
and are helping—Iloving. There’s lots of love involved. It's a great thing!

Jerry exuded love. He loved his wife of almost 43 years and his children, Tim and Cindy. You can witness it in them. Jerry was
Tim’s best man at his wedding and best friend. How many of us can say that of our fathers? It was obvious he loved his grandchildren
and enjoyed spending time with them. I've heard people say, he made everyone around him feel special. That s certainly a gift. Jerry
also loved his job and the people he served in the fire service. Like a good leader he’d never ask anyone to do something he wasn’t willing
to do himself. He'd tell LaDonna on occasion, “l WISH | COULD MAKE A DIFFERENCE.” He wished he could make a difference with
the men and women he served. When a firefighter was struggling in his marriage, or a person struggling with personal issues, Jerry
wanted to help them find healing. He wanted to make a difference! And he did. | believe it was love that made the difference.

Love is a word we tend to toss around rather freely. |love you, | love this food, and | love my job. What is love? Where do | get
it? Where does it come from? Jerry knew where it came from. | talked with Chaplain Jeff Kassel a couple of days ago. Jerry gave Jeff
the opportunity to be the chaplain because he believed firefighters need to hear about God and know Him personally in their lives. Jerry
never believed you should force God on anyone. Love never forces!

On atleast one occasion Jerry told Jeff how he was overwhelmed with God’s love for him. He spoke of how God loved him first and
it was his calling to reflect that love to others. Jerry was patient, loving, and he sought to let God do His work. Love makes the difference,
but it's not just any love. It's God'’s kind of love—self-sacrificing, selfless, and unconditional—the kind of love that God showed us
through His Son Jesus, when He came to this earth to be a servant to mankind and ultimately to die on the cross for the sins of the world.
Jesus reminds us that “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). That's how much
Jesus loves you and me, enough to die for us!

Love comes from God. He is the author, the embodiment of love. The Bible, tells us that GOD IS LOVE, and He created us to love.
The Apostle John writes under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit: “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is
love” (1 John 4:7-8).

But | can hear the questions: If God is love, how could he have allowed a criminal to climb in a car and travel at a high rate of
speed and slam head into this my husband, my brother, my father, grandfather, my chief, my friend?

| DON'T KNOW. What | do know is that, while God is love, in this world there is evil and sin and darkness and death. But here is
the miracle. This loving God is a good God who can take that which was meant for evil and turn it into something good. From the Holy
Bible, read again Romans 8:28 — “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him and have been
called according to His purpose.” The Apostle Paul isn’t telling us that all things are good. In this world we have the promise of
trouble. What he is saying is that for those who love God, He can take something meant for evil and work good into it. There is a
temptation to hate the man who committed a stupid crime which led to another’s death. He must face the consequences of his actions.
But just as God is love and we are called to love, love must make the decision to forgive. 1 John 3:15 reminds us that anyone who hates
his brother is a murderer. There is no room in God’s house for murderers.

With God’s help we can do the impossible. We must see Jesus on the cross, placed there by His own murderers. But he
looked out and spoke that which seemed impossible: “Father, forgive them—they don’t know what they are doing.” Don’t allow
anything to create anger and unforgiveness in you that will ultimately destroy you. Release your anger or unforgiveness into the hands
of God and let Him be the judge.

God is love, and He calls us to love. “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life,” (John 3:16).

Jerry knew nothing in this world that could separate him from God'’s love in Christ Jesus. He was so safe, so secure in God’s
love. Jerry lived—no, Jerry lives, because he knows the Resurrection and the Life—Jesus Christ.

Do you know Him? Do you believe He died and rose for you as He did for Jerry. Will you receive His love for you? Will you accept
the power He gives you to love and forgive?

Recently | read that the richest, wealthiest place on earth is a cemetery. Many died never giving away, never being generous
with their time, gifts, talents, money, or even their love. | believe one of God’s goals for each of us is to die empty, to give ourselves away,
to serve, to share, to be generous. Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form
of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant—obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:5-9). Jesus emptied Himself for you and me. That'’s love.

Love makes the difference! Jesus’love made the difference for Jerry. This same love made the difference for Jerry—and for you
and me!

© 2005 Written by Pastor John Brunette (Faith Lutheran Church, St. Louis, MO)

Forwarded with permission - Fire Chaplain Jeff Kassel (Affton MO Fire Protection District)

( “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). )
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Pre-Planning

by Lee Callahan

Today, almost all fire departments pre-plan the districts they are responsible for. Even if the planis to send a
certain number of firefighters to a call at a particular address because of the possible dangers at that address, it
is a pre-plan. We pre-plan high residential occupancies for the life safety factor. We also design plans for
industrial plants in advance of any incidents at the plants so that we are better prepared for calls to the plants.
We pre-plan hospitals, manufacturing plants, laboratories, shopping malls, schools, apartment complexes,
hotels and motels, lumber yards. You name it and there is probably at least one fire department in North America
that has pre-planned it.

Whatis the reason for a pre-plan? You all know the answer to that, to try to figure out how to keep the building
(whatever it is) and its contents from hurting anybody and to save as much property as possible. We look at
access to the building, the neighborhood, the road leading to and from, the terrain, the actual type of occupancy and building
construction. We look at our own capabilities to do what we set out to do (fight the fire and save lives). How many and what types of
apparatus are available? How far is the fire station from the target property? Where is the water supply and how much will be needed?
Is the building sprinklered or have a standpipe system? Where is our mutual aid coming from? How many personnel can we expect to
respond? There is so much to think about when you pre-plan a building.

In pre-planning a building you are trying to predict behavior of the fire, the building and contents, and of the people inside (if
any). Anyone that has any experience with fire knows the difficulty in trying to accurately predict how fire will act and react; how a
building will act when compromised by fire; and certainly how people will react to being in a building on fire. All of those considerations
and more need to addressed beforehand in a pre-plan. Then pre-plans should be regularly reviewed in the hope that they can be
improved, thereby making us better at what we do.

Christ went through a pre-plan of sorts before He went to the Cross of Calvary. Part of His plan included the size-up of how
people were going to react to His circumstances. In particular, Peter’s reaction to what was going to happen to our Lord, was predicted
by Jesus at the Last Supper. As the account in chapter 22 of Luke tells us, the disciples were actually jockeying for positions of
importance. When Christ tells Peter that he will face challenges (for Christ’s sake), Peter puffs out his chest to exclaim his readiness
to die for his Lord. Christ accurately predicts to Peter and those in the upper room that Peter will deny Him three times that very night.
All four of the gospels (Read them for yourselves. Don’t take my word for it) tell us that Jesus very explicitly predicted Peter’s dismal
failure that night. And all four of the gospels tell us of Peter’s denial of Christ three times, just as He had predicted. Jesus Christ, God’s
Son, had worked on His pre-plan. Also working on the pre-plan was God, the Father. The pre-plan started long before that night of the
Last Supper. Part of the pre-plan was Jesus Christ coming to earth to live as a man. Part of the pre-plan was Jesus Christ, living a
perfect life then being beaten and murdered on a Roman Cross. Part of the pre-plan included Jesus Christ being placed in a donated
grave. All of our pre-plans have various and important parts. As we know, many parts make the whole. The final and best part, the
success of the pre-plan came when Jesus Christ left the grave, rose to meet the Father, and took with Him all of our sins forever!!! Now
that was pre-planning! The pre-plan that was executed perfectly. How can you beat it? How can you improve upon it? It was (and is)
God'’s Perfect Plan.

If we believe in the fire district pre-plans we have, we live them at an incident. We act upon them. If we believe that God
provided the perfect plan through His Son, Jesus Christ, we should live like we believe all that God tells us in His Word and act upon
it. Think about that the next time you engage in pre-planning your district.

“Macedonian” Christians Spotted in Mississippi! §j§//
%y by Rick Barton
- While serving on two hurricane relief details in Mississippi, | ran across a group of “Macedonian” Christians.
" Theinteresting thing was that these folks had probably never been in Macedonia. Some had probably never even
. heard of it. But they were doing exactly what the Macedonians did in 2 Corinthians 8:1-5. The Bible tells us “Out
of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.”
Apparently these Macedonian believers were in the midst of really tough times. Yet, when word came that the
Jerusalem Christians were suffering hardship, they took up a sacrificial offering and “pleaded” with the apostles for
] | the privilege of helping.
LY Al I In Bay St. Louis, MS, where hurricane Katrina reached landfall, there is terrible devastation. Block after
block, mile after mile stretch forth with only foundations of homes and businesses remaining. Yet, in the midst of
all this | came across Lakeshore Baptist Church. All that remains of their sanctuary is the steeple propped up in the parking lot. But,
to my amazement, the church members had set up tables and were serving food and clothing to their neighbors. These southern
Mississippi residents who lost all their material belongings became honorary “Macedonians.” And, when our wildland firefighters were
withdrawn after eight weeks, guess who volunteered to man our food, water, and ice distribution station?
During times of stress, people can become “better” or “bitter.” These believers chose the “better” path. Through the power of the
Holy Spirit they decided to “count it all joy” when the tough times came and became the light of Christ to all around them.
When we read stories of great people in the Bible, do you ever wonder if they are “super Christians” or just regular folks like
us? InBay St. Louis, Waveland, and Pearlington, a bunch of “ordinary” Christians took God at His word and gave beyond their ability
for the glory of God. Can we dare do anything less?
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Missionary Musings
by Gay Reynolds

My Brothers and Sisters, greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As | look at the calendar, it is difficult for
me to realize how quickly time passes! Yes, | know, that is what us “old timers” say, but doesn’t it seem like yesterday we were looking
forward to Christmas? And looking forward to celebrating His Birth?

Now, we are looking forward to celebrating His resurrection! Giving us the hope of and for our future! Yes, we are looking forward
to the celebration of Easter. That most important time for the believer—Christ’'s defeat of death! We die once in this life, only to join Him
for eternity! Hey, are you excited?

As we live our lives here, what is our major goal? What is it that we strive for? What should be (is) our desire as we mature in
Christ? Is it to “wade” through life? Just get by? Be nice and helpful, but don’t get out of our comfort zone? | don’t think so. Our goal, as
we become mature Christians, is to draw closer to Jesus.

As we grow in Him, we need to be more like Christ. Easy to say, but it should become easier to achieve, as we learn who we are
in Christ.

Our ultimate goal is to become more like Jesus! | don’t have time or the ability to develop all that can, will, and should take place
in our lives as we become more like Him, but lets hit some of the changes. What does it mean to be more like Jesus? What about
character, integrity, growing in love, humility? What are the results of developing the Christian Character?

One of the first things we must look at is in James 1:22; “But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers
who delude themselves.” DOERS—action not passive.

We need to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all
your strength,” as explained in Mark 12:30. Again, DOERS—action not passive. | think you are beginning to see a pattern here. We
need to be active with Jesus. We need to be more like Him! | am sure you agree, but now what—what is being “Christ like,” like?

Let's look at Galatians 5:22-23 and see what Christ-ian character is: “But the fruit of the spirit is LOVE, JOY, PEACE,
PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS, and SELF-CONTROL.” | think that defines Christ. OK, maybe,
just maybe, | have a little difficulty with some (all) of them. But my goal is to be, to show, to share all of the fruit.

There are four passages of scripture that | would like to share with you. They all deal with or focus on becoming more like Jesus.
Luke 6:40, “A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher.” As we
grow in the Word, meditate on His Word, we will become more like Him. Romans 8:28-29, “And we know that God causes all things
to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He
foreknew, He also predestined TO BECOME conformed to the IMAGE of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among
many brethren.” Notice that ALL THINGS includes all things we will experience. And that He knew us and that we will become
conformed to Christ. 2 Peter 1:3-4, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an
inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.” WOW, He has a place
for us, and we, after our re-birth, have Him in us to share. And in 1 John 3:2-3, “This is His commandment, that we believe in the
name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.”

Four different Books, several different verses that show our Lords characteristics, His desire for us and that we are co-inheritors
with Jesus of God’s gift. We need to love one another as Christ loves us. We need to become more like Jesus, to take on His
characteristics, so that we can share the Good News.

As firefighters and EMS personnel, we must reach out to others by being more like Christ. Our actions will speak volumes of His
Love. The people He puts in your path are as the people in Matthew 9:36, “ harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”
Are you willing to be like Christ—to be their shepherd? And with your Brothers and Sisters in Christ, are you willing to be their coach,
their encourager? Remember Hebrews 10:24-25’ “and let us consider how to encourage one another to love and good deeds,
not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you
see the Day drawing near.”

As Easter draws near, let’s pray to become more like our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and to share His love to all.

May God Bless you for willingness to be more like Christ. God Bless, Gay

r\\& Fire Rescue East )Y

Sue and | just returned from Fire Rescue East in Jacksonville. Gus and Mary put us up for the
duration of the conference, plus a few days. The booth was busy. What a blessing to have
firefighters from the area help man the booth. Our thanks to Herb Ramsdell, Mike Gurr and his son
David, Trevor Nelson, and Gus Bomgardner for their assistance. The breakfast was held at the
Salvation Army and the speaker, Keith Jowers, gave an inspiring and thought provoking message.
Please consider joining us next year in Jacksonville for Fire Rescue East on January 26 and 27,
2007.




FCFIBOARD MEMBERS:
Gay and Sue Reynolds (FCFIHQ@AOL.COM), Raul Angulo (captbomberos33@comcast.net), Lee Callahan, Dan Clegg, Bob Crum
(BobCrum8@aol.com) Ken Hall, Tommy Neiman, Russ Stammer

REGIONAL DIRECTORS:
Director of International Ministries
Keith Spanberger 903-527-4063 KeithS@lwtusa.org
Alaska
Jeff Turkel 907-488-2219 jturk@gci.net
California

K.C. Peterson 916-791-0768
New England States

Lee Callahan 781-272-0868 lcallahan@ren.com
Florida Region (all)

Tommy Neiman 561-465-5386 Sirens4TCRaol.com

Mike Gurr 561-483-1650 Mongurr@aol.com

Gus Bomgardner 904-879-4090 firestorm7@alltel.net

Patrick Jacobs 850-689-8861

Belinda Stanley 407-342-3420 blstanley@earthlink.com

Fred Greene 813-215-0862 fredgreenelhtfcf.org
Indiana, OChio and KY

Dan Clegg 317-696-3635 danielAclegg@sbcglobal.net
Mississippi and surrounding area

Robby Bush 601-960-2243 rpbush39@bellsouth.net
Missouri and surrounding area

Nick Morgan 314-481-9579 morganx2@sbcglobal.net
New Jersey and Metropolitan New York

Russ Stammer 201-337-8501 fcfnjc@juno.com
North West Region

Raul Angulo 206-386-1418 captbomberos33@aol.com
Oklahoma, Arkansas, So Missouri

Chad Miller 918-271-2096 ChadMiller0l@tds.net
West Virginia and surrounding areas

Chris Brunetti 304-756-3113 szibrune@aol.com
Wisconsin

Keith Owsley 262-619-1914 medevent@wi.rr.com

Pastor Ken Hall is the FCFI spiritual advisor and is available if you need a confidential pastor to discuss
spiritual needs with: Ken Hall PKATLCC@aol.com

FAMILY CONFERENCE JUNE 19-23, 2006 Black Mountain, NC

Christmount Christian Assembly Retreat Center
Please send application to, or contact

Jack and Diane White at 812-295-2838; jdwhite@rtccom.net
12024 E 575 N, Loogootee, IN 47553

Come and join us for fellowship, fun and the teaching of God’s word. Free time is reserved
each day from 12:00 to 5:00 for hiking, swimming, shopping, fellowship, and family time.
Excellent motel rooms are provided in the guest house. The R.V. Park is available with
full hook ups. Baby-sitting is available.

Guest House per night: Single $45.00; Double $64.00; Triple $80.00; Quad $99.00 RV Park: $19.50 R.V. Site; $12.00 Tent Site Children 12 - 21
with parent $1.00 each. Day Use Fee: $4.00 per person for four or less, $6.00 per person for more than four hours (for persons attending but lodging
elsewhere. Meals: Breakfast $6.00; Lunch $8.25; Dinner $9.50. Children 0-6 free, 7-12 hallf price; 13+ full price.

Send your application and $50.00 nonrefundable deposit to Jack and Diane White 12024 E 575 N, Loogootee, IN 47553 along with your
Name, Phone, Full Address, Meals, Accommodations desired, the names and ages of your children and special needs of any attending.
You can also contact Jack for additional information at 812-295-2838; jdwhite@rtc.com.net.

Each year Black Mountain provides a special gathering place for FCFI Family Camp. A“Walk to remember” Memorial wall will
be constructed at Black Mountain this Spring. There will be a granite capstone honoring the Fellowship of Christian Firefighters Interna-
tional. Anyone who would like to contribute to this can send their donation to Jack L. White, at 12024 E. 575 N. Loogootee, IN 47553 E-
mail jdwhite@rtccom.net 812-295-2838.

Be sure to check out the FCFI page at

fellowshipofchristianfirefighters.com
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WHAT DOES THE WORD SAY?

By Dwayne Clemmons

A gentleman asked me the other day why it was that | felt compelled to always talk about Jesus. | was somewhat surprised by
this but let's ask the most important question, “What Does The Word Say?”

Matthew 28:19 directs us to go forth and preach the Gospel or the good news of Jesus Christ. We've all heard this before but let
me ask you, “Do you really go forth? Are people asking you in the station or in your neighborhood why you are always talking about
Jesus?”

Let me share with you why you should. Ezekiel 33:1-9 says, “The word of the LORD came to me: “ ‘Son of man, speak
to your countrymen and say to them: ‘When | bring the sword against a land, and the people of the land choose one of their
men and make him their watchman, and he sees the sword coming against the land and blows the trumpet to warn the
people, then if anyone hears the trumpet but does not take warning and the sword comes and takes his life, his blood will
be on his own head. Since he heard the sound of the trumpet but did not take warning, his blood will be on his own head.
If he had taken warning, he would have saved himself. But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the
trumpet to warn the people and the sword comes and takes the life of one of them, that man will be taken away because of
his sin, but | will hold the watchman accountable for his blood.” Son of man, | have made you a watchman for the house of
Israel; so hear the word | speak and give them warning from me. When | say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you will surely
die,” and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his sin, and | will hold you
accountable for his blood. But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his ways and he does not do so, he will die for his
sin, but you will have saved yourself.”

| don’t know about you but | think I'll keep telling everyone | see about Jesus. | don’t want their blood on my account.

Consider the following questions:
1. Am I really fully persuaded about my faith?

2. Dol truly enjoy being a Christian?

TEK FLONTS

3. How can | be a more effective witness? -~ ' '- _! e,
4. Who in my station should | be witnessing to? ;
——il

e aaa

Be blessed and “Let The Spirit Reign?”

Dwayne Clemmons, FCF Member Central VA Chapter and author of Exploits and Utterances From
The Throne. dmclemmons@earthlink.net

CONFERENCES: 2006
FDIC Indianapolis and International Board Meeting: April 27-29
International Dinner, April 28, International Breakfast and Meeting, April 29
FDIC East, Atlantic City, NJ: June 13-17; Cancelled
Firehouse Expo Baltimore: July 27-29: Contact Ken Cofiell: cofiell@mcihispeed.net
FDIC West, Los Angeles, CA: August 25-28: Cancelled
Firehouse EMS, Las Vegas NV: Sept. 25-29

CONFERENCES: 2007
Fire Rescue East, Jacksonville, FL January, 22-27, 2007 FCFI Booth January 26, 27, 2007
Firehouse World, San Diego, CA: Feb. 25 to March 1
Firehouse Expo, Baltimore, MD: July 24-29

FDIC INDY. Please join us fora NO HOST DINNER, Friday, April 28: 6:30 p.m.
At MCL 2370 W 86th St. On The North Side Of Indianapolis; Cost; Approx. $7.50 each
Guest Speaker: Lt. Jared Leinart who recently returned from Iraq. He will speak on the subject of God at work in Iraq.
Special Music by Connie Leinhart & Estil Shidler
And to our PRAISE AND WORSHIP SERVICE & FREE CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
SATURDAY APRIL 29: 7:00 a.m. Upstairs at The Conference Center
Guest Speaker: Dan Clegg Special Music: Estel Shidler
If you can attend please contact DAN CLEGG danielAclegg@sbcglobal.net/ 317-696-3635
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SUGGESTED DONATIONS

BIBLES:

NIV Wildland New Testament with FCFI Logo: English or Spanish $5.00

NIV Station Bible with FCFI Logo $25.00 Also available in large print.

Answering The Call: Wildland New Testament / Color Cover and Inserts $3.50
ANSWERING THE CAL—A New Testament for firefighters, EMT’s and emergency responders. Call FCFI for bulk discounts.

BIBLE STUDY:

Rapid Intervention for Christian Firefighters — A Bible Study For Emergency Responders: $3.00 :
PATCHES/DECALS/PINS: Small Decals: $1.50; Large Decals: $3.00; Patches: $7.50; Pins: $4.00 §
SYMPATHY AND THINKING OF YOU CARDS WITH FCFI LOGO: 12 for $7.50

FCFI LOGO SHIRTS:

Blue T-Shirts —White Logo: Small- XL $13.00 XXL; XXXL: $15.00
White T-Shirts—Blue and Yellow Logo: Small-XL $13.00 XXL; XXXL: $15.00
White Polo—Yellow and Blue Logo: Small- XL $20.00 XXL; XXXL: $22.00
Blue Polo—White Logo: Small- XL  $20.00 XXL; XXXL: $22.00

SIRENS FOR THE CROSS FOR THE ROOKIE RESCUER: $14.95

Please include $3.00 shipping and handling per item ($1.00 for decals and patches) Maximum $12.00

2006 MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT ($25.00)

FCFI is dependent on membership dues to continue its outreach through The Encourager, placement of
Bibles in Fire Stations, attendance at fire expos/conventions, and office expenses.

Fellowship of Christian Firefighters, International
P.O. Box 901, Fort Collins, CO 80522-0901

1-800-322-9848

E-Mail: FCFIHQ@AOL.COM Web Page: fellowshipofchristianfirefighters.com

I would like to be removed from the mailing list.

| would like to continue to receive The Encourager and to support FCFI. Please find enclosed:

___$25.00 Membership: Additional support for Missionary __ General Fund Bible Ministry

| would like to be on the prayer chain: My e-mail is below.

Name: Spouse: Date:
Address: Phone:

City: State: Zip:

Fire Department or Organization: Paid: Volunteer:_____ Intl. Chapter Affiliation:

Church Affiliation:

E-Mail Address:

Special Ministry/Occupation (optional)

Meeting Dates:

ORDER FORM
Please send to
Name: Address:
City, State, Zip: Phone:

I would like to help FCFI distribute Bibles. Enclosed is my donation of

15
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FCFI PURPOSE!

To glorify God in the fire service.

To find fellowship together for individual growth in the Christian life.

To serve the cause of Christ through the church of one’s own choice.

To encourage those in the fire service in their Christian life.

To share locally in planned fellowship meetings, individual contact, and prayer.
To share nationally through participation in fire conferences and expositions.
To bring all Christians in the fire service to a common goal of praying for the fire service and its members.
To share on an international basis through an Annual International Conference.

To have contact, internationally, with fellow Christian firefighters.

To care for widows; meeting spiritual as well as physical needs.

To care for firefighters in times of need.

To place Bibles in fire stations.

To distribute New Testaments to individuals in the fire service / EMS

FCFI VISION!
“That | may know Him, and the power of His resurrection ...” Philippians 3:10
FCFI MISSION!
To take the vision to the Fire Service Community by:
EVANGELISM
EMPOWERMENT
ENCOURAGEMENT
FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN FIREFIGHTERS E%N;’ggRTGOEF:D%SHZATION
DI TERR A IO LOVELAND, CO 80538
P.O. BOX 901 PERMIT NO. 255

FORT COLLINS, CO 80522-0901

ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER
HEBREWS 10:25

N\

If you would like to be on the prayer chain and are not currently receiving
prayer requests, please contact Mike Gurr: fcfintprayer@yahoo.com

k;//&




